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RETELLING NARRAGANSETT LIVES
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mption also makes these deaths and, more important, the lives which preceded

hem, anremarkable ? The archaeological evidence, though ambiguous and at

imes halting and mute, provides 2 subtie, even provocative, picture of the lives

t
of these people. This chapter will use the evidence contained in these graves to
t-eu about the complexities and contradictions of N arragansett lives in late-seven-
reenth-centut’y New England.

The forty-seven graves contained ancestral remains.’ Each was a single intee-
o evidence to suggest double or multiple burials.* Each body was laid

ment, withn
‘ot o its right side, facing east, with the legs bentat the knees in a flexed posture,

suggesting that the body had been prepared for burial {including being pound and
poss;ibly anointed with red ochre) before being transported to the grave. The arms

were crossed with the hands cupped and posicioned near the face, usually at the
mouth or chin. The dead, like the carthen graves that held them, were aligned to
(he southwest. Excepiions to these ohserved patierns welt few: Two graves com-
rained individuals placed on their left sides facing west. and 2 third held a corpse

ariented onn a north—south axis that conformed t0 the anamalous alignment of the

grave itself’?
Although Roger williams did not comment specifically on the relationship be-
cween the Narragansetts burial practices and aspects of their cosmology in A Key,

recent scholars have explored these connections. William Simmons was the first

to detect a meaningful Jink between atiributes ot the corpse and Narragansett cas

mology. He reasoned that the alignment of the bhuried corpse, with the skull

pointed toward the southwest, corresponded to the direction that the soul exited
when it left the body 10 travel to the fand of Cautantowwit and Narragansett an-

cestors, He also proposed that the arrangement of the body in a flexed (or fetal)

position signified a symbolic connection between death and birth, much in the
same way that burying the dead in fertile soil reitevated this relationship.” By ar-
ranging the corpse i & posture like that of afetasina mother’s womb, the Nar-
cenacied birth in death and denied the finality of mortal endings by

ragansetis T
ess of continuous renewal be-

giving symbolic expression Lo a belief in the proc
tween the communities of the living and those of the ancestors residing in the af-

rerworld in the southwest,
Similarly, George jHamell linked the corporeal aspect of sidedness to ideas about

socizl and spiritual well-being amoens Northeastern Algonkian neoples.” Accord:

ing to these beliefs, the placement of the corpse on the right side facing east—0oil
life-associated, social directions-—would have alfirmed Narragansett well-being.

Paul Robinson has extended these ideas by arguing that the increased rigor €281
to the right and eastin 1ateAsaventeemhfcenmry

cised in positioning the corpse
burials served as a symbolic declaration of the Narraganscetts’ political unanimity

and dominance over other Native peoples in southern New England.” Yet regaid-



less of the scholarly interpretation imposed. the careful and consistent tre
of the corpse as revealed in these graves suggests ordered ceremonies, presumably
carried out under the guidance of clan elders versed in sacred traditions. [n 3 time
of so many uncertainties, these ceremonies not only expressed the community's
respect for the dead bur also offered reassurances about shared interests in genera.
tions of ancestors. Even allowing for improvisations, these traditions we
ingful and comforting to grieving Narragansest survivors.

Like the bodies of the dead, material items were placed in the graves in an or.

atment

e mean-

derly manner. Except for body ornaments, grave goods were situated to the east

of the corpse and concentrated near the upper half of the body, implying that

the well-being inferred from the corporeal aspect of sidedness might have beep

extended 1o grave goods. Only rarely were obiects positioned opposite the sidp

that the corpse faced. However, the placement of objects in the graves may also
have had other meaningful associations, such as cxpressing symbolic links between
objects and particular parts of the human body. Pipes, for example. were typically
placed near the mouth of the deceased. Other items seem to have been placed in
or between the hands so that they appeared to be held. Spoons were often paosi-
tioned this way. with the bright and reflective bowl section pointing toward the in-
dividual’s face or chest, the anatomical site of the sou) thought to sustain a per-
son’s viral energy.”

Simitar things were sometimes tied together with cordage or nested one on top
of another, In some cases, dissimilar things appear to have been bundled together
before being placed in the grave. Some objects found close together may have been
placed in animal-hide pouches or bags, along with other perishable substances that
had long since disintegrated. Others were wrapped in fabric, judging from the
fibers and swatches adhering te them or the skeurnorphs (impressions) of weay-
ing preserved in the surrounding soil. Bortles, perhaps criginally sealed, had held
unidentified liquids. Kettles frequently were buried upside down and sometimes
over other grave goods, ' In onc instance, an inverted kettle held soil described as
having a “dry sawdust-like consistency,” perhaps suggesting offerings of food,
which had later become infested with earthworms. Thus the placement of objects
within the graves, like that of the corpse itself, was not casual or random but was,
at least in certain instances, imbued with more elaborate connotations,

The chjects that had been placed in these graves with such orderliness, pre-
sumably with the intention of sacralizing themn, included Native-made and Euro-
pean-manufactured artifaces.!! Most were foreign items, typically found in seven-
teenth-century ships’ cargoes as “trade goods.” These included such things as
cloth; iron hoes, awls, and knives: brass kettles and bells; and looking glasses and
glass beads mentioned in A Key, all goods that the Narragansetts could have pro-
cured from Roger Williams during his short-lived fur trade but also from others

sto the later decades of the seventeenth centuty.'? No account books document

other stock that Williams or his successors at Cocumscussoc, Richard Smith ‘and
" his son, might have sold to Narragansetts who came to there to trade, but artifacts
.fecently cxcavated in the vicinity of the trading post and the blockhouse (later

known as Smith’s Castle) are representative of many of the things found in the
Rl-1000 graves.™ In fact, the site’s trash-filled deposits speak volumes to contact

14
and trade. » ,,
- Some items found at the site include columella bead blanks, beaver teeth, a brass

" tinkling cone, a lead casting spruc shaped rather like a turtle, stone tools, and an

occasional sherd from a shell-tempered clay pot, unattributable to any p.articul’flr
time. They offer a furtive glance at Native people who once can.we her:‘ to bﬂfgirt
or perhaps even settlc a score, and who, when they departed this wor d .pr(? H{ 1y
were buricd at RI-tooo. The Buropean artifacts yield a CI‘L\ldE‘ and partial inv en.—.
tory of what Willlams and the $miths might have tradcd. #o}r th? N;ml Agjm-si‘tt?
goods and, beginning in the decade or so before King Phll.lp s War, paid f(‘a-: their
labor. alf of a lead bale scal tells of the bolts ol coarse, thick woolens (or trucl:
ing cloth”) and fine worsteds whose quality and price were hagiled over, lam
whose surviving fragments appear in some of the Ri-roac graves', A_clcar blue,
medium-sized seed bead and a sugary-textured, gilded oval one hm.t of the hanl{.s
of beads that the traders dangled before the eves of their discriminating customers
and that cventually came to be threaded by Narragansett weavers onto strands of
sinew and cordage. ‘The broken stems of latten spoons matche.d some tha‘t we-nt‘
presented whole and unused; weathered earthenware sherds, with traces of white
tin glaze, resemble cups and jars that complemented Natwe pottery, woodzij
dishes, and gourds; and numercus fragments of kaolin pipestems a-iludcd r(;t 'l.L,
ready supply of mass-produced pipes that were traded as alternatives to t ‘ost
carved from local stone by Native craftspeople.'® The shattered green glas§ f{()[11
thick, “globe-and-shaft” wine bottles and square-bodied c.a.se types, n\‘?rlde..ifx.des:
cent by time, speaks of an illicit trade in spiriis ccmdu»ct.ed in spite of I.t\ft;;mf.mi
by colonial authoritics, though allegedly never by W}ll.mms, who demuf av mf
any role in sclling liquor to the Narragansctis {cxcept in small amounts for me
dicinal purposes).”’ ‘ . N
The Narragansetts incorporated these and other items into their everye a}'
and sacred traditions, They adapted them to suit their purposes, in ways umma.g-
_ined or considered unattainable to them by Williams and other Europeans, and in-
fused them with mecanings that frequently were all their own. As early as 1642:
Miantonomi spoke 16 clan leaders about the dangers of colonial%sm and urgtid ?V%lltl
against the English, advising them to kill “no Cowes, for they will Serve to ‘ca.tc f1
our dear be Increased again. "™ At the time, they dismissed his propaosal for w‘?r,
but some must have thought well of his other recommendation, crough to per-



Figure 16, [te 11 y i

l:ﬂd . . lms of trade from archaeclogical cxcavations at Cocumsenssoc Top row:
ad bale sea 2 ad, 1: ! w ke .

oo seal, blue glass bead, latten spoon (bowi and stem’. Bottam row: kaolin pipe
owls, glass buttle rim. {Phato: Capyright 2000, Cathy Carver, N.Y)

suade th\{‘lr people of the wisdom of compromise and the need to make certain
tr.adc.-oﬁs_, especially if these adjustments might help themn avoid starvation and
g1vc them a chance ar a Narragansett future, Toward this end, they continued to
h‘ve and work in the manner of their ancestors and to {ollow lhcajr sacred tradi-
tions, although with some differences. e
Th.cy acquired brass kettles, repaired damaged ones with sheet-brass patches
and rzvc?ts that they made themselves, and even replicated these seemh; 4l Llr;lr'ei
prodluabie objects using scraps of sheet brass. With other broken pieccsi;brass
possibly from ketrles that were beyond repair, they made rings, combs beadq,
bracc.]etst and spoons. They formed these in a Native style by cold ham;nerin ,
bendl%lg (or folding), cutting, annealing, and brazing.!” In some instances th,
combined cold and hot metalwerking techniques to produce ()biect; that y ;‘dz
undeniable testimony of their skill and ingenuity. One such itc.mris ahwpolnfﬂr—(: ;1}’*

varions at Cocumscussac, Top row! cast

Figure 27. Metal objects from archaeological exca
lead cylinders, lead shot, lead sprue resembling a turtle. Bottom row: cut brass
arrowhead, hrass tinkling cone (sometimes made from kettle pieces), iton nail with

flatrened rosehead. iron horseshoe. (Photo: Copyright 2coo, Cathy Carver, N.Y.)

brid in form, material. and manufacturing techniques—that they created by fus-
ing a Native-made handle, castin the form of an elongated, open keystone, 1o a
European spoon bowl.

Native craftspeople decorated the lustrous surfaces of their brass combs,
bracelets, and spoons with the familiar gcometric, zoomorphic, and other stylized
motifs that they used on clay pots, baskets, and mats. They incised trails of zigzag
designs on a small brass bracelet and hammered the same into a raised-relief pat-
tern on the stem of a spoon. They stamped (or engraved) circles or dots resembling
a bull’s-eye pattern onto the handle or extension of an elaborate comb and punched
out others on small side projections so that they couid be used to hold thin strands
of hair or decorative feathers. They cut the projecting ends of delicate combs and
the tip of at least one spoon into identical flaring bifurcated (whale-tail) finials and

impressed a small, domed piece of sheet brass, perhaps a decorative tack (ot maybe



a button} used on clothing, with an intricate, raised med

sign incorporated a central dot surrounded by V-shaped ficlds defined by AlTow.
heads and a dotted border thar resembles the painted designs appearing on y,

splint baskets made by Native peoples in southern N
aineteenth century.*!

allion-like morif The de.

Q0dg.
ew England during 4},

They cast lead stock into ammunition for the muskets they used in hunting fowd,
turkeys, and deer—and maybe occasionally pigs and cows kept by the English. .
and in fighting their enemies, They poured molten lead, and perhaps pewrer or
brass, into molds to make buttons and other decorative

Ornaments, some in shapes
derived from their totemic clan symbols. They put iron tools to good use, o

times empioying them in g multitude of tasks. including those intended by
original manufacturers as well as quite different ones, They
some iron implements, tailoring themn to their own needs
broken tools into usable ones. They did this in a variety of ways (dism;mti{ng, re-
ducing, hammering, and forging) that demonstrated their ingenuity and
skills. In sum, their metalwork was anything but crude,

They used the glass
tals” mentioned by

their
deliberarely modified

and tastes, ang converted

technicyl

trade beads for ornamentation, Glass beads, the “blue arys-
Verrazzano in 1524, were the items that caughz the Naprra-
gansetts’ cyes in carly colonial encounters and continued 16
consumers even in later decades. 22 They
twisted two-piy cordage

hold their interest a5
strung and wove glass beads on tightly
and strands of sinew ro make bracelets, necklaces, head.
bands, and other personal ornaments, They sewed glass beads onto deerskin cloth-
ing, sometimes using brass hoops to frame their designs, and wrapped strings of
beads arcund other objects as decoration, Using beads of different sizes, shapes,
and colors—mostly dark blue, yellow, white, green, and black, but very little red—
Narragansett women created designs unseen in the imaginations of bead makers
toiling in the factories of Amsterdam or merchants trading them by weight on this
side of the Atlantic,

The patterns of the ornamental beadwork disp!
ragansett women in
on shell,

ay the skill and creativity of Nar-
using glass to supplement cxisting decorarive traditions based
quills, seeds, and brass, They used giass beads mostly to make neck and
wrist ornaments, The pattern was always one of contrasts, dark and bright. They
often interspersed glass beads with shell and occasionally brass. In ane exquisite
show of artistry, they faced smali, cylindrical black glass beads on thin strips of

sinew as a background for white wampum beads arranged in an open diamond
pattern to form a tiny braceler, crafred whole or fro

belt. Although they had small, colorful seed bead
into the designs for their necklaces. Their artistic <reations were not whimsical;
Instead, they imply the existence of decorative traditions.

The patterns Nairagansett women embroidered-—on clothing and small leather

masegment of alonger woven
s, they never incorporated them

9 ch as pipe and tobacco bags, quivers, and awland kn.if(’j CaSCS"I:;‘]’C
%;fiﬂﬁs’ su pxce t on one item; probably a leathier pouch, itis con?p X y
tallbecn IOSI', o 1. spherical beads. Their hide and textile canvases have
d with idem}ca] }Slmlj ;,gds of ﬂ'xeir once-intricate designs randomly scattered.
& leavig ¢ Cd beads of various colors found in some graves, often
‘ U“-‘““;i:‘:{emds of beads, hint at the beauty of their pattern;. inﬁ

0' ~or ith rass spirals, mica ovals, seed and she
s mample 15 ¢ - Shlr;! j:;:j:;i;;itb on onS of the garment’s shou]dcr.i. The
sasds, and glass tubei (; with paper printed with an engraved picture of .EC(?C
d\(als were l:»acf 61 sus Christ, quite possibly cut from a larger engraving in

o ‘an lmi.igle (:4 *{“:itliv x’eiled in mica, the icon was appropriated -JS.‘ a .canvlas
anlhusrated B’15 'Cl‘n om‘cn took glass beads, drawn and wound by hmlopean
" orbeadvork” | :1\; to them by d‘)l@ﬂiﬁl merchants, and made them their own,
k cr.aftspEOple and Ffa. ‘Lhc had worked, the pieces of sinew they had removed from
Autached t’O thehh]‘d I:Zitthc} C(;rdage they had twisted from plant fibers, the beads be-
‘Van-am'mal S ﬂ(qzl’jl,edelcments of the women's own creations. ‘ )

me INSepars ; uncovered in the RI-1000 graves were much morc

The European (rade £00ds uneoe ied in this cemetery had become to
.flian an index of how accustomed those buried in this 4

X 1,
omno,

- they vittingly ac-
ew f technology and material culture, or of how they uny : g.)
' orms ) i g di ‘These items
o found changes in their lives and surroundings. ‘These .
“quiesced to maore profoun ) o than o that can be captured in &
icated scenario tha : d
complicated scenari , N
uppose a much more licization an
K ppti uous narrative” with an inevitable outcome of emerging Angl;1 anen
commn l ied at RI-1oco had embrace
& ing “Indianness.”* The Narragansetts buried a '
- disappearing “Indianness. _ e o 4 Kew Een
few hi wven more so than Williams had observed at the time Y
o e € i C ife incarporate elements of Eng-
by that time, they had altered their way of life to incorp o
’ i Ir Wigwarms, su -
lish material culture and practices. Some had modified their w 1gw1n; L
iles” or “Burch or Chestn
ing dooeframes they made from “English boards and nailes” or Bmi( N,
" i * or had furnished them with “English Chests.
‘barke” for a "hanging Mat,” or ha § bocses They came to rely
ers wore English clothes, hunted with guns, and rode horses. 1 ¥ o
. ) : i { 30 I 1mpn
onmany of these things for their survival, but they also imposed ll) 1 Ftlh e
; ves : sacred itions, they became the §
- them, As part of their everyday lives and sacred trad y
of their resistance. 1 the R000 burial grownd affords i
Serutinizing the contents of the graves in the Rl : . ) £ ponded to Eng:
e ians lived their lives and res
Sight into how some Narragansett Indians lived e ied
h o ialisrn i at y . Althou 8
ish colonialism in the generation after 4 Key . g | o ot
e8¢ h h filters of time and discovery, thesc
fo gt passedihrove | bout the lived experiences
i . 3 o ou
Present insurmountable obstacles in i1 ying to learn la ) o e ac
of the s buried here. Beyond documenting the exten
9f the Narragansetts buried here. Bey o b the Narma
it i i res provide evidence I
fussitions, the artifacts in the Rl-tooo graves plovd e b it
setts § i ir sacred traditions
A0setis incorporated these goods into their sac



more traditional objects to identify connections to kin and communit
struggled with the perplexities of living their |
century New England.

¥, as they
ives as Indiaus in late seventeenth.

The Narragansetts buried in the Ri-1oco graves ranged from
half or three years to more than fifty years old 2
termined from their skeletons, females outnumbered males by almost tw, to
one.” The population imbalance raises questions ahout marriage practices, espe-
cially polygynous arrangements, and about the effecrs of dis

also seems tq prefigure the demographic composition of sn
Native Americans that persisted throu

about rwe and y
Of those whose sex could be de.

case and war. By i
12il Communities of

ghout southern New England, and else-
where along the eastern seaboard, in the later colonial

of these later communiries were disproporlionately female, largely because nuany
of the men had died fighting in colontal wars ‘ronically often on the side of the
colonists), and others had left for periods of time to work in scafaring occupations
or as laborers on others’ farms ro help support their familjes 2 Although the Nar.
ragansetts buried at Rl-1000 had not yet been strippe
suffered the full brunt of cruelties that befell Indian survivors of King Philip’s way,
the demographic profile of the CEmMELery suggests a community under stress, !
Of the forty-seven individuals whose rem

period. The papulations

d of their ancestra) lands or

alns were recovered within graves,
aine were children aged from about three (o four years, whose

tons revealed nothing about their sex. The absence of fetuses, newborns, and in-

fants ir the burial ground suggests thar thesc mdividuals were not buried with
other Narragansetrs, Exactly where and how
known, but babies who had reached the

immature skele.

their remains were disposed of is un-
i third year were afforded the same death
rites as other members of (he community, suggesting that they had passed a cul-
tural or social watershed in their young lives. The significance of this turning point
Is illuminated by Narragansetr oral history, which tells of babies being nursed for
three winters “afier which time they began

to learn all the ways of their adult
counterparts.”*

For all these children, death had come much too soon,
gether unexpectedly. Although there are no figures availab

rates, the deaths of very young children would not h
England’s Native communities. At Rix

but perhaps nor alto-
le on infant mortality
ave been uncommon in New
000, the mortality leve! for those between
birth and the age of three may have been as high as 40

percent, so for infants and
toddlers the chances of survival were inordinare]

y low Although the causes of

their mortality cannot pe determined with certainty from their skeleral remains,

the primary pathogens were probably gastroenteric and infectious discases, in-
cluding tuberculosis, which may be fat

al to young children, Only in one case
could the probahle ¢

ause of death be attributed to a congenital disease.

As with other misfortunes, the Narraganse(ts must have perceived the causes

| ) wit's anger or
f‘: arly childhood mortality to be the consequence of Cautantowy g
o1 e :

fs TC l“ ht 1aV. i t ¢ iJ 11 W -
Ty = I that t lggered Cautan ite a8 un

ke [4) Oreery. H 10 OWWIL S \ﬁr’[‘aih e

ﬁcts

lear, but forgivencss, and perhaps the restoration of the child’s health, C()uld;e

- H 1 N o Tal 3 e < e_
?l‘;ir' ed by ritual supplication, such as hosting a feast in which property was
sichiev als

§ 54 5‘ ] child's i en i .lS llkel /

| LT E:d If sorcery was beliCVCd to lJe [he source Ot a th]d 8 llh‘less, thCrl 1t ) }
. c rmine

. ) man wa CaHCd upon io Cﬁ‘ect acure. But V\’hti thﬁ shamiar d

E thata SI 112 s h 1Tl ete {

iti incurable rospects for sur-
h divination that a child’s condition was incurable, the prosp o
o . i 7 N: ett women who ha
ival riust have seemed much less certain, How Narragansett o ;
: | W i i : ed 10 suc
bo hese babies and were responsible for nurturing them respon o
- 3 i ies and deliv-
dire projections can only be guessed. They had taken their pregnanci e ey
. J i ctivitie i mning o
! p ide. They had gone about their normal activities until the begir 1 g .
o ord i ¢ ras a “more speedy and easie
i cordi Villiams in A Key, wasa " sp
i according to Wi g -
heir labor, which, ace £ ) L ‘ ~d with hardlv a
;‘ 11, and delivery then the Women of Furepe” and experienced with 1,;
rmaVe o : ithin : s days after delivery, they
plaint, and for many, scarcely a groan. Within a few days CLftu d ) ;,,"H ;
- ‘ . d after were back at work. -
“their activities n thereafter were ba
their activities and soon :
resumed many of ! e work " How
er, the mundanencss of childbirth, as it appeared to Williams, do N p o
o ‘ & i : iC r 3 Narraganse
ge of maternal attachment nor does it help predict how a g
a gau : b
wgman would care for a child whose survival seemed unlikely. . .
| | ' g ‘born infants.
Narragansett traditions tell about the abandonment of some new ’ N
| . i ) A 'S WG
i ! S 761, Narragansett mothers
i s described by Ezra Stiles in 1761, w
According to a stery desc 3 ‘ e o e
itimate” chi rould do so in the woods, pre 3
= bi itegitimate” children w : e
e “where they killed so many infants,
. . infant near the rocks, “where they kil . .
fation, and then kill the infz : o many nans
& their Bones lay about so thick, that they go by the 11amc10lf tl’nz1 - i s
 thi ice fi arrag; t who claimed that in P
1 xd ¢ actice from a Narragansct ‘
Stiles learned of this prac e e e
donment under these circumstances dated to before the arrival of 5 i’q "
3 h i g Rever Jaro lars,
More than two centuries later, another Narragansett, the Reverend Iil o
d and handi-
reported a similar story about a place where the cries of deformed e et
‘ J ¢ e ships of Na-
capped children. abandoned because they could not survive the hardship

tive life, could still be heard.

Now one of the older Indian men who was a Iﬂf‘f.ﬂ-hf‘l‘ nf}rhe family W;):Sfi);cil:lc
passing by these rocks late at night, and perhaps, 1'f the wrmd hipprenzd o
right direction and he would bear what sounded like babies cry j-ngj aROCk5 —_——
that story all of our lives and that’s how it got its n:amt:,.the Cj"%mgthE f,aa. fhow e
story behind that is that, the legend is, that the Indian rcco.gmz,m,f_;b P (ju_
were exposed to life in the raw so to speak, that when ‘a child \f’as ornl e
crippled in any manner, it was the plan and pract?ce of the Inc‘lizn pf:;;c; E,ﬂ\;fllzmdp;
ceremnony, to put that child to death because obv}ously the chi wod SRR
capped. If he was a man child he would be h;H;lchcappe]c(li asuat Ei\;;i ' .dﬁth e
aft d so it is said for that reason why they would put z . sath, !
;h?f;::;:?gtri on for many years, why there was a build ap of little skeletons.



Narragansett oral history offers yetanother reason for
cording to Ella Wilcox Sekatau, ethnohistorian and medicine woman for the tribe,
some Narragansetts also considered infants fathered by non-Natives ‘impertecy »
Rather than incorporating these children o Narragansett communities, w}
they might be perceived by Rhode Island officials 2
ragansetts’ loss of “Indianness,” some women

infant abandonmey Ac.

\ere
s additional proof of the Nar.

abandoned them ar “Crying Ro
with other “handicapped” infants or buried ther

Narragansett mothers left their “im
on the deorsteps of European

clg”
N in unmarked graves ¢
perfect” babies of mixed heritage
American houses, wh
through indenture contracts that bound them undl 4
household labor

One caould easily read crue the accounts of “p
Rocks” and “Crying Rocks.” Imagining a woman albanc'ioning or kjlling rh

she had carried within her for nine months seems shocking and homifving,

though
not unfathomable, to non-Indian thinking. But could the same not Be said for ep-

abling a sickly or handicapped infant, surrounded by the premise of death, 1o sur-
vive for only a few months or maybe a year or more? Or allowing a baby who car.
ried the stigma of mixed blood to grow up in a world where its lite would be
defined by worthlessness and degeneracy in the eyes of Buropean Americans? Gr
permitting such a child to become the passible object of mounting frustration and
uncontrolled rage among close relatives and members of their natal
ties?™ Infanticide, as intimated in thesc stories, was
evil for some Narr

they
as foundlings

ere they were adopred

dulthood as supply of

Ity and indifference in astard

le baby

conumuni-
perhaps as much a necessary
agansell woemen as it was for those of th

¢ir gender in the com-
munities of the English colonists,+
Aside from the circumstances described in these

stories, Narragansett babies
were accepted and nurtured

According 1o Williams, no children were fatherless,
noue for whom the community did not provide.** His ohsery

ot “Relations of Consanguinity, &c.”
childrer: dearly. A child’

tional

ations on the subject
" suggest that the Narragansetts loved their
s death could evoke inconsolable grief and profuse emo-
despair that no selfintlicred wounds could relieve, N
ing at dawn and dusk, or during the night, coul
child. Aithough emotion and sentiment
archaeclogical ¢

ot even maurnful wail
d erase the reminders of the lost
are considered to be unanswerable from
vidence, the evidence prescrved in the RI-
telling glimpses of how some Narragansett childre
brief lives and, most especially, in death in ]ate-scvcnteenth{entur}r’ New Eng-
land.* Bvidence shows children who had been recognized as provisional members
of the community but who, as unforrunate as it might seem, came to represent an
unfulfilled hope for a fucare generation of Narraganseus,

The younger children—rthose between three
cchort. They had survived infancy,

1000 graves provides
n were cared for during their

and four years of age-—formed 4
but not early childhood. They had been weaned

- blv, named. The act of naming would have mark.cd a change mfthe
L en e of many he or she would undergo in the course of an
s erson; llsftza::li;\fftllll each new stage in life, a new name woul? b?b adopte;l
e i 1 ing conferred new status, but it also bestowe

oldone et B Néml?g LOl;neric unnamed infants.*” Although the
§1 tlfY ” dmmgl:llls};qui:i;hclﬁlg(;frr;sgnever questioned, naming'ex.pressed an-
A e h arhilg(; was now a persor with unique characteristics.
uivocy o ; only means of distinguishing members of this co}?ort-. The

e e n'Ot t]:1 ? r{wcs served as another way of marking these mdmd-u—
e CU1H'H€ e U: g—F(L)ur-vearfolds, the graves of eight contained material
O nmed::rr:; (')Fhe mé.tcriai items in the marked graves appeared to be
one . The

k1

o ;  COInCL
gOOdS and ather than the result of random events or sheer coi
ons, r ¢

* deliberate inclusi
8 As purposefuland, € ‘ e of oo

: dence 1 p d on the person as body oriamentation and those p g

. pbjects place

{ i jects, these were of two sorts:
herefore, meaningful objects, these

p

Teri (SO 2581008,
sumably as ritual offerings or as personal posses e Ther sl
" ins of six young children were ornamented or clo - Theit
fhe reman ir th ith klaces; sometimes a
i : - throats with necklaces;
i rith bracelets, their thro . |
s were adorned wi . .
whrjlli!t head was encircled with a headband or an ear embellished with o ments
s e | i }TEC rer Wililiams
N heir d ated corpses come as a surprise when one recalls Rclng1 o )
e | ' hild “Their male children ge
iy ’ ren. 2
Iy "nakednesse” of chi
arks about the bodily . , oen m
remk ked,” he said, “and have no Apron untill they come Lo ten or tw f }hand
i , sith a li onoia
Stf their Bemale they, in a modest blush cover with a little Apr ) i
b erv b ir little bodies came to be covere
irth.” ittle bodies ¢
h fr ir very birth.”* Whether their .
breadth from their very ‘ e e e bt
with the clothing in the years following A Key's publication is
in death, their “nakednesse” was not to be s_een. oo ot for cul
3 A Native Americans, the surfaces of the human body sing "
- Among . . . o wacieny
 tural, and specifically decorative, ¢laboration may provide insigh 1 e
" 3 1 Or EX: e, are .
of rns about social identity.”® Bracelets or wristlets, for examp b
of conce E _ | o
bind a person to the carth. The wrists of newborn babies among th i o
i | ’ ski ~ornhusks so that the
speaking Dclaware were tied with strings of deerskin or cot nhu e
: i rically, co
* spirits could not travel far.”’ Bracelets effectively, and metaphorically, o
7 ' i ay as human body's ex-
the individual to the world, much in the same way as dovth.e . o
tremities.*? Bracelets, as symbols of community and socialization, 113 o ]-;}
. o i ; acelets giv
would have been given to a child ar a naming ceremony, so that brs bg e
, >, Necklaces may
- ritwals distinguished the child just as much as a name. Necklac l lz be anal
‘ se comparab 2
: ; ionally, the neck serves a purpo
e h k to the head. Necklaces then
the wrist to the hands, in that it connects the trun | -
! ist.”* Similarly, earrings also may
ay be to the neck as bracelets are to the wrist.” S ¥, T e
' i ith 1 i ial c: ility and, more specificalty,
- been linked with imbuing social ctlp?bdlw : et
“a child's capacity to receive social information. Thus orn ,




impose a social form on the individual, are important signatures of th
process of socialization,

The ornaments that adorned the three. and four-year old children wepe beadeq
with shell and wampum, either alore or woven with glass and brass, oy, the lpf
wrist of one child (Burial 10 was amultistzand braceler made of aitemating rows
of white and purple wampum. The child’s head bore 2 headband als
wampuim, but instead of alternating bands of white and purple, it h
of purple beads to ane of white. The headband appeared to have an extension
(possibly part of a fastener) ar the back made of colored {ye

O made of
ad four royy

low, turquoise, angd
clear dark bluey glass seed beads combined with dark (blue ang black) tubuly, Ones,

The bracelet that apparently had been placed aroqnd the wiists of anothey child
iBurial 113 is suggested from a thread of sinew found in association with mainhy
brass and glass beals pius one cvlindrical shell bead. Some of the by
wedge shaped or triangular aud Native cast; others were small and barre] shaped.
The glass beads included seed beads in an array of colors and wbulay beads in
black and white. "The remnants of a purple and whige w

38 beads were

ampum headhand, per-
haps of no rore than one or rwo strands, extended across the cranium of 5 child

buricd in another grave (Burial 16), and 4 bracelet of the same had been placed at

the wrists. Ten butrons (five glass and five metal) were clustered near by. Although

the buttons were found in association with a fragment of coarse wooelen fabric, it
isunclear whether the buttons wete sewn onto clothing or were part of an orna-
ment (or ¢ven a child’s rattle). The head of another child (Burial 21} was wrapped
three times around with a band of double rows of small, wubular brass beads. Brass
hoops, suitable for attaching beadwork and found in association wirh wampum-
iike shell beads in purple and white, suggest that the child was buried in an en-
broidered shirt. Small shell beads formed part of a poorly preserved earring that
had been placed over the jeft ear of the child in Burial 34.

The most elaborately ornamented child (Buriai 37) had wrists tied with several
bracelets. Two were made of small, eylindrical black glass beads woven with white
Wampum omo sinew in a design that resembles those appeating on wampum bells
exchanged on rirual Occasions. Strands of small brass beads (both barrel shaped
and tubular) had been wrapped several times around one of the child’s wrists. An-
other bracelet, of sheet brass, rounded and finished at one end but broken at the
other, was etched with a 7igzag design centered between borders of deeply incised
lines. Three strands of long, tubular black glass beads and white shell beads in dif
ferent varieties {(wampum, long cylindrical, and hourglass) encircied the child’s
neck, and a delicaze spiral of tiny shell beads (none of which survived excavation)
appeared to have been worn as ancarring. A belt of tubular, dark biue glass beads
girdled the child’s waist and extended between the legs to form a small apron. Both
forcarms were eaveloped in a deerskin garment richly embellished with seed

4ss spirals, mica ovals, and tubes of dark blue glass beads. A pouch me?de
bTaSl Elss b;ads of white with bright blue and red stripes strung on tW1dne
1a ECZ i the back of the individual’s head. A cluster of small brass belis (de-
ace

E . . . T 1}

i f.uh ’ becguse thel A as blmll: T lhOSe tra :, s¢

: l d\Nl\Sb I S1Z8 W T 10 difiona (1
bfd as

f i ) nd‘, fOI'I'[ -
(I e ]5) wWds attached With Nat].\'e COI‘dage and found near thﬁ ha S
d con &

hat may have been another bracelet or perhaps a :;Ftle. buried it prae
but two of the ornamented three- and four-year-olds x.;ver e ot v
wds. A spoon of Buropean latten metal had been placed in each ¢ g ves,
5‘ p d been given three, plus a small brass spoon (almost teaspoon size)
tom': o ]'la Octche;g'items found in their graves included bells, hoes, a cap or
. Nan?{.e‘d{?ztﬁ;“ white tin-glazed enamel, a tiny, castellated Nfitive-madc clay pot
"pmhm'myj corn effigy, a very stall glass bottle, a pair of scissors, a meta! con-
'rh . Smgl'e )L;):d a sxi?;'c]. Bells, found with two of the three- and four’—year—o]q.
N :} ave been ornamental. Bells were not found in the graves of aduls;
hllder:(l:r! ‘trllic:oi‘llmr items were found with individuals of other ageé and gt’nd;:
?W i'l; » the Native pot and glass bottle, appeared to be sca]eld—du_wn or 1vm‘
e ISiZn'i of the objects found in other graves, but the other items hardly seem
children . ‘ ; ded bits that were ex-
Hike children’s things. The hocs, for example, haq .shor“t?,ﬂtr:;r;hE Lo thar e e
?rémEIY o may" We{iavel?f:i]:?;iif:;? Socializati(m%they also may
o Ahhough thesé ey njl in rifts left by a mother or some other close
be read as especially poignant offerings, gifts . ¥ . PP
female refative, whose identity was tied to this seemingly mun él et
i ation or the number of items per graves,
-Measured in terms of body ornamentation ¢ o frems pet graves
three- and four-year-old children’s graves were among the most lavis

ngs i i an the rest.™
“tery. Bven within this group, five had more things in their graves than v

Although such disparities might be taken as evidence of a qoia\l]dltlqultli]ili::[zeil;d
even material signatures of inherited ranking (because these ¢ 1 e —
portunity to attain things in their own right), other exl.)laninmfs ;C(;her -
piéusible, especially when these graves are compared with thosc o o C__lwoit_i
children, whose bodics were unadorned and whase graves wer“e Vlrl’llc:l ‘yl o
of offerings. An alternative interpretation considers tbe role O.t ;m}tc;l)liof'(‘{;el;r
aﬁons concerning a child’s survival. Although many facto.rs m.lg t l‘Cl}.]. 1 -(c ‘
Iﬁine with reasonable certainty whether a child will remain with the 1‘\ .11 oy hi
Hir-th spacing, multiple births, maternal healthy, the cifcum.stances. sti;eo;:ﬁiooi
lie child's death, as read from the biological and nlatCT‘lal eV’ldCﬂFC in e oo
aves, sheds some light on how the Narragansetts might have attemp N
oucile themselves to the loss of a child in the climate of late-seventeenth-century
\ 55

i:ci1£32fﬁong the unadorned was a child with hydroce-phaiy (BTuna] 4?i ;, se( ;:l
nital condition that manifests itself soon after birth and signals premature



[t was an unusual burial, not only because of the absence of personal ornaments

but alsa because the grave’s shape and orientation were anomalous. This was the

only oval grave and the only one oriented north-south. The single “offering,” if

it could be construed as such, was a sawblade placed behind the child’s cranium,
perhaps a tool abandoned at the site after preparing the grave or maybe the cof.
fin, as suggested by the presence of a few iron nails. Here then was a sickly and
visibly imperfect child, but one who was nurtured for three or four

years, perhaps
in the hope, however tentative, that death mi

ght not come so carly. Perhaps not
named because of all the uncertainties, the child was stll enough a part of the
community to be buried in the ancestral cemetery,

The remaius of another very young child (Burial 13) without ornaments or grave
goods of any kind bore spinal lesions signaling tuberculosis. A skele
suggests that the child may not have died immediarely after coner
infectious disease. instead, the pathogen settled in the child’s lun
the nearby spinal bones, a sure sign of what medical specialists call 4 “postprimary”
case of tuberculosis. Spared a sudden death, the child lingered until the disease-
causing pathogen became reactivared, no doubt because of reduced immunity. *
For this child. who had withstood this illness and clung to life, even if on a thin
thread, this bout of “delayed hypersensitivity” proved to be fatal, In all
the child’s death did not occur unexpectedly.

In both instances, the de

tal signature
acting this highly
g where it eroded

probability,

aths of these voung children were neither sudden nor
entirely unanticipated. The prospects for life at the tine of birth were never as-
sured, but if a child survived the first yearorasecond, then maybe there was hope
for another or even more, Although these children were weak and vulncrable, they
might have had a chance, however slitn, of sur

viving into adulthood. Their short
lives presumably h

ad been lived in an environment of “watchful waiting” by their
mothers and the Narragansett community.’” When they died, they were not ex-

cluded from the ancestral burial ground.™ The absence of bracelcts and other

body ornaments suggests that they were still nameless, but they were mourned
nonetheless,

The causes of death for other three- and tfour-year-olds buried
certain. Withour any visible manifest
skeletons, one

in Ri-to00 are less
ations of disease detectable on their fragile
could suppose that their deaths were sudden, These were otherwise
healthy babies who for some reason, perhaps not casily pinpointed, became fatally
ilL. Although the causes of their rapid deaths cannot be diagnosed today

with any
certainty, gastroe

nteritis and a host of other infectious discases, such as influenza,
measles, smallpox, and even tuberculosis, would not be unressonabl

e culprits, For
a mother w

he had nursed a child for three winters, and who had every reason to
believe that this one was a survivor, so much so that she asked the eldess to name
the child, death must have evoked disbelief and inconsolable sorrow The uncer-

. . ) .
i - child, the one with a name, mus
y Cautantowwit had taken the chi . e
This was not the kind of pain that was eased by going
; the traditions gave reassurances, but in cases like these
: mirrorlike English spoons and, cer-

tainty about wh
Have been hauntin
{hé motions. Followin _

: ici as needed: perhaps the shiny, ' w
o rrtl;dlk;ilzafijThe glass ones, many as bright as the daytime sky and as deep1

' © o . ) , . Tire

taml'y,l'ltfall' the brass, glistening and lustrous; and especially, the shell, white and
as nigl ;

5 ]e in Cq\.la} ploportiolls, pldctd on the bOdy to restore the hal mony at a
purp

at had been upset. ‘ |
am:;:h;tij; ground held remains of other children, whose ages ranged from
e
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o ; k's bells may h
E)red seed beads and some tubular enes. Two small, brass hawk's be 3

been attached to the beaded garment to create a jingling sox;nd ::Ss a.til:.n;za;?i
walked on home ground and, at death, traveled the long ‘and au; LT() \ i}bw e
The child also wore a delicate bracclet made of trans u.(er? }- hcrm_ﬂﬂg
beads, resembling grains of corn, arranged with’whue warr.lpur]n 1;1 ar aeww; o
pattern. The other child (Burial 41) was buried v;:th a clu;;c; :}i;jenubimm e

i ay been cast by a Native craftsman. ; : ¢
;(1];1;:: ?11:::2:1 liii the child’s gands had been positioned, suggesting that they

afterworld,

; n part of a bracelet, N
magr:i; iij imlzcrial evidence in these Two graves, one can suppise“ dti:; ;m g}:
phasis at this stage of life was on individual. rather than a shgrc;,;cme? it; .
dren were permitted to express themselv;s free;ii:i;?ngrji:?y T

51 | inappropriate for most members 0 : - e
E:::;Zi‘z: onl}d sfggest that material things played an active role 1'n 1 c:;i(jthilb ‘
cipline and training in the late seventeenth century, except pcrba}:i;l;ed e
liminal way. Glass corn-beads threaded on a bracelet may ha-»'re r:alt.n .
of Cautantowwit’s sacred gift. Sounds made b}lr bells ar}d J};m;, i %E}Ed o
tected the child and offered reassurances that their ancestors had tra

- ] o WEr
ground and made the same journey to the spirit world. Perhaps they w

e Toaw-




cie, bold, and e gy .
“want of 1 undutifull” as Williams had insinuated, but the
earning.” s R - ’ certaj ;

o hnmg‘ They watched, imitated, and most of alI? t“(linly did not
o the ‘ $ istene .

bers of th mby the elders. They were works in progress. A o the st

e ; ss. As provision;

community, they were unfinished provistonal mep.

were deeply cherish ; ed and uncensored, but most of !

fone. o rished and indulged, because they were the ik £ stotall they
. Unfo . Yy o NP

e ) brtunately, the lives of these children were cut st )b Hiure genery.

nce of becomi - wrt befo .
st h coming full fledged members of the community. Th e they had
ave cas . Iy, i .
. ¢ cast an ominous shadow on the prospect of a N Ly eir early deaths
Some Narragan : ¥ arragansett futur

roughly elev gansett children at Rl 1000 survived until adolescence, T e

ot ‘Y ven to fifteen years old had begun to show signs of biol e. Those from

aturity, Measured wi o ) signs of biological a;
Howerer o d with a biological yardstick, they were almose mé dld sexual
ver, their maturity w : St and wome

a social and culrural riEy was ot simply about chronological age and by iomml

S ] . L 4l age and oy ,

komrlodn & ural sense, it had more to do with character - bO ogy. In
“dee. As cultur: ‘ ‘ E L responsibility,
did o :‘]-’. I Iturally contingent and socially determined, their i » end
; imply ) . » Comit eny
memb ]F mean that they had reached puberty. Rather, it k ilg o e
ersof a o Y- e , it marked the

For Ngroup, having certain responsibilities in the commun e as

" many Northeaste o . v Uiy,
s o ijl‘ theastern Native American groups, puberty invol d} .

: ublic ack . . ' mvolved private ritu-
child's Pi sical nawledgment. The private component enmiledpﬂ .
o n ysical separation from the community. Girls were secluded 1€ grown

se reserved ‘ ' - seciuded in a smyz
anold for the use of menstruating women, where they w dl small
E er woman.* Boys w ) ) : v were cared for b
- ere expected “ta go forth | . y

acco i L rth into the forests a1

” mparnicd by their fathers or clansmen.®? Accordi ll'ests and hills,” un-
tions, it was duri . . o ng to oral Narragansert ira-
ctien of Lot uring such seclusion that the girl or boy learned “th £ tera

-GS 1te thr N . . - 2 great mys-
and peth : ough some combination of fasting, instruction (for gi % : V8
3 >rhaps the of i ‘ ’ 105 g1ris), prayer,
coren ageP : gllft of a vision from a manitou. These revelations ¢am I; Yi f,

stor girls e ) ations came at the dif-
demonstrated igh i 'md;()}’b- Even among them, different individuals would hav
§ cir readiness to their pe T ave
ferent age parents and the comumuni i T
ges. Al the o _ nity at slightly dift
name thet wae g end of the period of isciation, young adults were givén 1}neva
as ¢ L - T 4 new
- ) itterent from their childhood name. The elders chose these “new”
2 s Irom the pOO] of avails e - e8e nNew
able clan nam
| ames. Thus, th .
names. but used S. they really were not
sed an ) ' new
would define th dold ones that offered continuity and protection, These names
Cearance ang ymzlng adults in a kind of verbal shorthand fitted to thei ap

- and personality. They would b ) Fap
) g car these name X
at leas : ames throu ives. or

. 'tdunnl the rames no longer suited them ghout thelr hves, ot

esides eaining : ’

knowledgn{fo ) F&}?Dther name, the young adulis were given other gifts in ac
'nt of thei . : ) ) BT
dition, el eir newly acquired maturity. According to Narragansett tra
s S were g : aganse a-
ful articles” N f};’;Wen baskets woven by their mothers and filled with g pol e
les” contributed by the femal many use-

ale members of her clan.® - s
was the youn , er clan.® The gift-filled basket
£ woman'’s "hope chest.” f . T g ed Daske

) . Jall of “all the s ;

quired of her socjery 54 _ e uscful dainty things . . . re-
r soclety.” These articles became her ve ’ X
ry own, the badges of her

what about "jewelry is pretty"?

s of females be-
of what these
h century.

ew responsibilities in the society. The grave
teen and tweniy-six provide some indication
s stage of maturity wetre in the late seventeent
omen” werc buried with body ornaments, such as

ad rings on their fingers; one young woman fhad

cklaces were more COMINON among young
se ornaments may have been part of the
und the neck, necklaces represented
ut also the head, the locus of un-
connotations, All three or-

@58 LO aSSUMC IV
the ages of four
'a.l'signatures of thi
ine of the ten “youngw
aces and bracelets. Some h
a headband and a comb. Ne
+ on than children, suggesting that the
Lrative code of their new status. Worn aro
body part associated with communication, b

g A headband and comb would have similar
ace, headband, and comb—-pointed to the acquisition of cultural
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Taces is unknown. A sheet-brass comb with eight short tines and a broad handle,
with flared projections resembling the bifid motif found on other examples of Na-
tive brasswork at R1-To00, was alsc part of the young woman's adornment.
Another (Burial 40) was placed in her grave with a necklace and two bracelets.
The necklace was made of dark biue tubular beads mixed with purple and white
5 The bracelet on her right wrist was mace of about four rows of pur-
The left wrist was wrapped with a Tong strand made en-
sitnilar to the ones in the necklace) and
nclusion of a single white, almost co
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Wilcox Sekatau—who is, among other things, an artisan known for he
the pattern was one glass bead to three shel
woman wore a necklace made of tiny, barreilike brass beads, still sty
A necklace composed of similar but slightly smaller beads, rem
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Burial 18. Eight brass rings, in a variet
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red and white, brick red over clear with blue and white}—and even a COrN-grain
cffigy. Fragments of two brass rings, one possibly in a signet style, were foung in
association with another adolescent (Buria] 17} in addition ro brass hoops, whick
may have been used 1o atrach quillwork to clothing,
females, one (Burial 471 had a bracele
the other (Buria] 49)
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be beads they had been given when they were first named as three- and four-year-
olds. Somc might have been lost, others could have been restrung. These beads
were personal history, whar could he called "life-to-date” beads. Other beads as-
sociated with young women were different. They were not incorporated into the
glass-beaded ornaments adorning the bodies of children. Some were brick red
with the dark centers or the brick red over clear cores with stripes. In fact, any mibe
bead with stripes fn some combination of red, black, or blue with white belonged
to their age group alone. Children’s beads had stripes, bur they were sky blue with
brick red stripes, clear and light compared with the opaque and deeper-colored
striped beads of young women, Beads seemed to decpen with the age of the
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Clip:gat; (gir(:tfocl:l;z f!fr::. cor};tamed iron kettle hooks, an iron pot or ketle, Drasy

e oocen rlOtror ‘cl)]x. The hooks and kettle tell of the responsib ‘

A Narraga;m ,Onf-. aving recently acquired the knowledge to
sett saciety. Flere was someonc who, judging from h

lot, w {
, was bOt.h 4 young woman and a mature onc. She was
rwe female identities,

ih(’l'(_‘s
Assumyg
CY grave
: o aperson inscribed wigh
ot ot e gnlz ;ug;:::ln;fi(:f;i :n the other, I‘m.iLCh hl'cc t.he inverted irqn
o | gr-ave. Double identity implied that she
Places at once: She was poised on the brink of w 1
also had ventured beyond ir, She had acquired the gifts typical “o'manhmd o
women at puberty, but her ornaments were few an%i s;‘ezi;cai v o
only the fragments of two rings, but no beads. Her simp]icirfv}:f'womi ‘-Shc o
than a matter of personal style. Viewed in the conre s more
o of b Lsiyle. context of the other e
g erialassemblage, it conveyed something more. Although she v
i;xt]y recently versed in the responsibilities of her gender in Narraganit[ qii_‘_\i"m
:. ::; had éscar on her pelvis, a mark of pregnancy and parturition. EL;hc wa\, Lr1<;;t1y:
;L:t):g(})]ungadullt] \f01n311 to have this chiseled groove etched onto her sk.eleumL
e S}:’}j::fath.t .lm‘prlmt conﬁrme.d what her ornaments and grave goods im:
. 1story in her own right, however bricf.* Before her fertility and
haps " ei:](::t 5’1“19r1., s’he‘héd c?rried a pregunancy into its later stages and per-
aps! xperienced childbirth, along with fulfilling other responsibilities
to her clan and community, { e
Ch: he ]gralve of one Seventeen-to-eighteen year old female (Burial 26). whose
]acf‘:zio ogical age was within the range of the category of “younger women,”
" tl ‘ Ornaments or grave goods of any kind. However, her burialLalso Wwas u;l—
sua ‘m o%h.cr respects. Her torso, though right sided, almost appeared to be in a
PF}OH? .POS'ItlIOU; her hands were crossed in front of her face, a position not seen in
Zt‘;e;;;c::z;ﬂ‘uals buried at Rl-1000. The bones of her nasal area exhibited exten-
P ,jg:e:;z]t ;:?}jlfm: suggcstiv'e of a treponemal infection, probably in
o reaChE,d " bLrt an congenital, syphilis that was acquired sometime
N dis.mqi 1 crlg.hThese skeletal lesions, characteristic of the terti-
Lyl may’b(; .e,vcou avc:{:}levclopcd as early as two vears afier an infec-
havoe o fer b Skéle[el; sooner.” Whatever its timing, the infection wreaked
bt e el 1 i;rcss ]maljkers such as traverse lines on the long bones
within the hl e g),'ﬂl c]an.t y higher than the averages calculated for females
vt beom e, Wea‘k I o[;ubatzon) and severe dental caries suggest that she may
e e Certainiy Sub‘eene Decause of ma.lnutrition before becoming infecred
o udject to furt}‘mr synergisiic responses as a result of it.”

- Y. her condition was far from asymptomatic. The severe erosion of her
nasal bones suggests that neither sweating nor medicinal potions cured her of the

diseas o _
isease she had acquired.” The infection had taken its toll by inflicting pain, de-

lements of

g her energy, and leaving her defenseless to other diseases. Rather than look-
wrward to a future in the company of older women and to giving birth to chil-
én_whu would live to become the next generation in her lineage, she gazed at
h.”? She was deathty {ll and must have known it, as did others who could not

at
se. Yet despite the disfigurement to her face, she

{e failed to notice signs of disea
¢ buried with the care and respect given to all Narragansett ancestors. The beads

- {4 other gifts she had been given at puberty, when her prospects for this life
hopeful, did not accompany her to the grave, however. Perhaps they had
d, shed along with her name and other aspects of her identity, in
health and keeping her in the community of the living,

oung Narragausett woman in the late seventeenth-cen-

emed
en destroye
“hopes of restoring her to

By crirde estimates, a v
tury could expect to jive to the age of about thirty-five or ferty. In fact, some

women buried at RI-1000 lived much longer, a few even well into their fifties. Their
hodies showed the wear that comes with age: Their pelvises were scarred by preg-
nancy; their joints exhibited degenerative arthriiis, especially of the spine, elbow,
" and wrist. One woman’s foot showed the consequences of stress imposed by ha-
bitual kneeling, A few had Colles’ fractures, the technical term for a broken wrist,
the kind that could result from attemnpting to break a fall with an outstretched
hand. Several had evidence of osteoporaosis, the loss of bone mass that frequently
ostmenopausal womcn. All had poor dental health. In general, they had

occursin p
and antemortem tooth loss than men of comparable

mote carics, abscessed tecth,
age.”* They had suffered bouts of malnutrition and perhaps had felt pangs of

hunger. And like so many others in the community, they too bore the signs of tu-

berculosis.”

Their bodies had earned the insults that come with age. The women had lived

through many things that come with longevity. They had grieved over the death

of a parent, a spouse, or even a child and tearned to deal with life's unfairness and

* uncertaintics. "I'he older ones had lived beyond their years of strength and ferulity.

“Fheir losses were not only personal; they had seen much change during their
lives. There were new tools for doing old things, clanspeople made homeless by
disease and war, encroachments on their ancestral lands by the English, tensions
caused by alcohol and greed, pressures 1o convert to the foreigners’ religion, and
the questioning of cultural traditions. Some probably even rernembered Roger
Williams,

Their maturity, unlike the acknowledgment of their coming of age, was not
: _marked by ceremony. It did not require a change of name, but it enabled them 0
- ame others. Maturity was about assuming adult responsibilities and growing in
- wisdom. Marriage was part of the package, a requirement for full adulthood and
" a commitment to fulfill the obligation to reproduce. The marriage itself would
have been formally recognized by the consent of the couple’s parents and the en-
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after the original blade had been broken. The grave of another woman, between
fifty-six and sixty years old (Burial 32), contained a hoe with a broken haft. It reraine
part of its wooden haft and a wedge that once held it in place. The graves of both
women also contained pesties. The other hoe was buried with 2 woman in Rer
midfifties (Burial 31); it was similar in size and shape to the hoe found with Burial
32. Its longitudinal cracks, visible in X rays, revealed  history of heavy use.

The presence of such tools in the graves of thesc older women underscores the
association between Narragansett women, the land, an

d cultivation. These itemns,
all well worn from years, even lifetimes, of use, embo

died women’s activities ip
providing sustenance and in hurturing cultural traditions. In the time since
Williaras commented on Natjve wotnen's preference for “their naturall Flowey
of shells and wood,” they had adepred iron ones and put them to good use * Thyy
such items were buried with older wonien suggests an intimate, if not inalienahle
link, between these objects, the duties and knowiedge they imply, and those wha
possessed them. Thus, these heavily used and highly curated hoes may have been
much more than everyday tools. The same may also be true for pestles. Althoy gh
cffigy pestles found in contact period fernales” graves have been interpreted as
symbols of Algonkian women’s importance as food producers and spiritual lead-
ers, because of their lack of wear and their zoomorphic and anthropomorphic rep-
resentations, nonetligy pesties may have had similar connotations in the context
of the Rl-teoo burial ground.* By taking these undecorated and worn pestles our
ot circulation and appropriating them for use as grave objccts, these ordinary ob-
jects became sacralized,

Of the two women buried with pestles at RI-1oc0, one (Burial 32} was the old-
¢st woman in the burial ground. Betwecen fifty-six and sixty years, her age would
have made her old enough to be respected as an eider and imbued with the au-
thority that comcs with seniority and accumulated knowledge. Her grave goods——
the pestle, hoe, and awl—were objects of her position as a woman in Narragansett
society, but they are also simple yet eloquent reminders of her wisdom, confi-
dence, and leadership in matters of social intelligence and cultaral traditions.

Ia contrast, the other woman buried with a pestle (Burial 51) was not an elder.
Her skeleton suggested an age between forty and forty years. She may have been
old encugh to have gained experience and esteem as a clan mother, but she was
still what might be called a “young forty,” even in thar time when forty was not
considered young. Besides a pestle and a hoe, her grave included objects not buried
with women past forty, such as brass kettles and a bone-handied knife.

The brass kettles in her grave ranged from large to small. The medium-sized
kettle exhibited evidence of multiple instances of repair. A sheet-metal patch fas-
tened to its wall appeared to have three other patches riveted to it in subsequent
attempts at repair.* The smallest kettle (or perhaps pan}, itke the others, was dam-

e d from use and heavily charred on its exterior surfa'ccs. All of theh ke}:tles ?;i
ge laced in her grave upside down; the largest partially covered ¢ ¢ oe.
- f nearly complete iron bails suggests that the handles of the larger
resenc}‘: (()1 1;::; deliberately removed before being placed in the burial, pf-zrl}aps
:tdCS a‘ tion of depriving them of their utilitarian val}le and thus re?nforo
i e mten' ificasi ith the deceased.?” Sections of iron rods, which ap-
ng their close identification v%rlt t - c : : s of ron rods whR o
arts of kettle-rim reinforcemenits, may hav -
_Pear‘:d b part'b Ol destruction. The only other brass kettle recovered in a
- 'aasajj al;:li{u:moo was found with a twenty-sevento-thirty-year.~old {Burial
e qlgli ther “mature” women at RE-1000, was not decorated with bea.ds or
| Zoil)lzhoor’n;ni;)ts,““ The bone-handled knife in Burial 51 was similar to that found
i ave of a preadolescent girl. | | ‘
" f]{l}?efrray of (‘;chcts in Burial 51 inc!udedhwc);:}anlyht(hf;%z(:L;\cﬁhr 1; i)}fi:%}:l;:f;
that connoted an adult woman’s duties to er OllSt':: ) cl et Lesdc‘marked
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;zc‘::ztsing miurity and heralded her entry 1into ;};(;:;:T;;Zéjef;I:n?;t;‘;:l;t
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often came with age. Here was a woman in trans1f1cm, pOS-f, e een e at_ure
ies attached to it—and the rewards of langevity. L.lk(. other m
?jr;}; ;jllllc?tehcaclders, she had persevered. S$he had been I'ai'.-SCd in the wa?f: CO)E ;1:
community and clan and had put these lessons to u.sc during \r}}u. f;irﬂccme N
adult life. Along with others of her age, her life experiences gave 16% i Skm%. o
share with the next generation of Narragansett women the sulx’ Vl;a s
fiercely won in the brutal arena of seventeenth-century I?Je.w E?{g}mo(; o
The material inscriptions in the graves of women bu.ued'aﬂt I::? el abo
more than women'’s roles in motherhood and cu]tiv.at‘u‘wn. I'he giafvc_s O some
older women indicate that they engaged in other activities equally 1;;})0:7 P
the reproduction of the society. Two graves of women pasF the a gc:)d :Sr Srms "
als o and 32) contained slender iron rods that have been mte.ri){]il-eams e
musxes used in perforating wampum, much like the ones Roger Wil mductio;l
used to bore “their shell money” decades earlier.”” Although W.qmpTun p ductor
"¢ and trade in seventeenth-century New England were certainly maporE::r -
widespread, these metal tools may possibly have been awls or ne»c‘dlesz,nr]aliroIl N;rr
drills. Using these needles, which like their hoes were made of Eu;oglem local. o
ragansett womnen strung, stitched, and wove b.eads ‘manufactuljc. ro A
orimported brass, and Dutch glass beads obtained from trac\iers, m-to 1:131 e
- were neither casual nor idiosyncratic. Their beadwork—found in t ehg o
children and adolescent women and their male relatives—was the t r’eailons
sinew that joined the young to the community anfi connEf:ted ti;i(igs?ﬂfll;a;nd t.)e-
These women had passed from youth to maturity, survived chitdbirth,



come old and wise. Although their deaths may have come as no surpri
causesl are not readily diagnosed. No evidence of trauma suggests thatptl}ise,kl]hC
E:eta:mlen;:leaths‘ Some may have died from tuberculosis or other rcspiiitojd
e gsy ::me :; [:2:;:11;11017.13 or flu, comman in late-seventeenth-century New Eu;
1 Iy, 51 ?ox, ot any nember of things could have killed them. 86
may simply have died from what might be described as narural causes, Despite IEe
spaf'eness of facts surrcunding how these women died, there can be n‘ d pl; i
their deaths left a void in the lives of those who survived them Pt
Unl‘:ke th.c lives of these women, those of men buried at P-{I-Iooo especiall
E;:)es:em thmr};twemi(;s and thirties, should be familiar to European ;\mifi?;nf
: were the members of Narragansett communities w ically i ac J
\Vth the llj,nglish colonists. These are the ones whom Ro;ilt\)vti);ﬁ;ilj)v:zzéd}i [jd
written about in A Key or mentioned in his letters. This is he ¢ it T o
his 'travd guides, diplomatic contacts, trade parme1':1;1;[1:0:212;:]:};? fu”}:ﬁhed
casionally shared food and lodging, 1t was from these public, male charla(:jl e }:C.
he l‘camed about the Narragansetts and their way of life. V’\/hether ident'ﬁffsctl bat
their Algonkian (or English) names or left namecless, these are the peo 1116 | }.
came to represent Nanwve culture in southeastern New England in the icveite >W m
e s centh
Dl?splte the aura of familiarity, very little is known about the lives of these mer
S;rc:qyousg:' on}j and elders. Bven a high profile individual like Ivliamnnmﬂi1
cps the best known of all prominent seventeenth-centu : etrs, i
d-n“on.lclcd for only an eleven-year period from 1632 to 1643 wlziilaerzjiagsfu'b: ‘15
his midthirties angd forties.” e emerges from the Writjt;n documents :s‘;(‘(-ﬂ
o.rable, charismatic, tough minded, politically astute, vocal, and angry—ar;d ‘the Sitj
z:} olzfan assassination. Like that of other sachems, this profile derives from tex-
HO‘:gvzieEicSL;E}1at tie him Targely to specific events and diplomatic negotiations.
vever, his life was not played out merely in the arena of intercultural politics
, L1}<e oth.cr mien in his community, Miantonomi was a son (of Mascus), a neph
;0;: Czrloij;Ll;), abrather (of Yotash, Pessicus, Cojonoquanf and pl)%sib}y 031){_::;
a husband (of Wawaloam, a father of three sons {amon ;hem 1 and
E/Cl}t;)fsup),fand a close friend to others, perhaps some sini adolefc::::i:c‘:{;; atl%]lj
- tej};;)ot:};}clj;ereiitl::jl\}:ps, llzie was expected Fo emulare, to respect, to provide,
e l, b.r .c \ 1‘0 cht, a.nd SOI]’.ICUmCS to risk his life or die, Yer ful-
oo :;c;e-lhc h1galt1<;n{, bdecame inereasingly difficult in seventeenth-century
: . - The English had interfered with hunting privileges, limited access
L:) ﬁsh;igfarzas, alnci in general threatened to disrupt hisg fnd ot}%:rs ’I\IJZ?;:;;;::[?
way of life. Surely survival was at stake, but also life as the Narra (v
t. There was a possibility that the balance of daily life, the ements ]'(HCW'
asks, and the duties and obligations that were p.’it of,the pcai)tlt:l:tlfrwnzrjzr;:fl?:

- the next generation or two,

: N_arraganset

" pwo were in their late teens or early tw
_the same age, younger men were conspicuocusly

pgct. The aspects of Miantonomi’s life that were overlooked by the English had
fitle to do with intercultural politics, or, in some ways, perhaps everything. Over
' these concerns would continue to be important to
 men—including those whose remains were interred at RI-1000.

The men buried in thesc graves, eleven in all, ranged in age from their late teens
were in their late twenties and thirties. A few were older, and
enties. Compared with women of about

underrepresented among the

to late forties. Most

mortalities. The appalling imbalance is not easily explained. The recruitment of
warriors or as farm laborers and servants in English households
ting factor. However, their remov al from family and com-
provide an entirely satisfactory explanation

1 burial ground. Their underrepresen-

teenage boys as
may have beena coniribu
munity for periods of time does not

for their virtual exclusion from the ancestra

tation hints at the more complicated patterns of community commonly found in

Native New England in the eighteenth and nincteenth centuries but r
ons about Narragansetts of the late seventeenth century.
men's graves at Ri-1oo0 suggest that their life

arely men-

tioned in written narrat

The material inscriptions in the
historics were different from those of women. Lifc passages were not as clearly
marked, which seems to imply that transitions in the life cycle were not as mean-
ingful for them as they were for women. For example, unlike the women buried
at RI-Topo, younger meil were 1ot distinguished from older ones by the presence
of decorative ornaments. Rather, some younger and older men were buried with
addresses, rings, and a buckle. These personal orna-

body ornaments such as he
d of shared group identities

ments suggest complicated individual histories instea
forged at critical junctures in the life cycle.
That the heads of some men were singled out for decoration suggests 2 link be

rween men and the part of the body associated with knowledge, understanding,

and speech. Men were the talkers, the interlocutors, and often the spokespeople.
cd the prophecies. Women may

They gave the speeches, told the jokes, and utter
gardless of whether

have done much of the same, but it was expected of the men re
anyone was listening (or would admit that they were). Their beaded head orna-
ments were made of shell and brass but, unlike those of young women and chil-
dren, never glass beads. The headband of one adult male {Burial 2} was made of
muliiple strands of small, standard-sized beads cut from expertly prepared sheet-
brass tubes. Others were made of wampum. One (Burial 38) was a modest, single

urple and white wampum beads. The most elaborate, constructed of

strand of p
orn by a

many more pusple and white wampum beads arranged in rows, was w
sixteen-year-old (Burial 7) along with 2 comb, as is suggested by two fragments of
a bone comb found in his grave.

Rings were buried with two adutlt men in their late rwentics to midthirties. The



man in Buri i " it” 1
e idemilzl] ISIESrIe s;xot:‘;gr;ved _Tesult .rmgs, all on his right hand. Three ex
ed i HIS T mot 5 i)lun.d ITI }e'srult symbolism, The others are embe[:
edh v appearcfin te}ll‘zf y similar "L-Heart” design. Rings exhibiting sim.
Nhoogh o e 0 cﬁraves (?f adolescent women (Burials 18 apnd 19
o g o is ()e;"a y asslocmted'with Freach missionary activity, thq}
e to be arfaces ¢ a’ praying Indian, especially a Catholic one,-in the
cortene o i theni " Emve. Hcr'e were objects of exchange, perhaps Il()t:
e opanch ha.d ! :Cs, ut fxlore hke.:ly with their Native trading parmm_s.
o o, who Ceani)fmeF strong allies of the Narragansetts in the seconci
o e cenn y. .rom ethallge goods, the rings were transformed
o persc r ents the t»acunnpamed their new wearer to the gr
t e.lf}:fterllfe, where their carlier symbolism disappearcd )
€ rin i i ‘
o banfsa:zrmd v-nth th(i other :.1dult male (Burial 2) included a brass ring with
an ornate bezel designed to hold five small, round stones, the oniy

ave and into

one -ot its ki.ﬂd among the Rl-1ooo0 graves, and a heavy, European-siyle signet
f:i%;;;;e? with an anchor and hear:. A European ca\;t-brass duublifs-tyllgen;; fﬁig
‘ oh : + hea ckle
e 1;1;1:;6 or;a bclt., possibly for a sword, completed his ornaments. Alch ough
¥ gs were found in other graves at RI-to00, none bore the heart-and-anche
moti i The ar}Chor has been an emblem of Rhode Island since 1647 md.h 'Mam‘hor
wa;;liizlj;ncw of Riode Island family seals dating fom the sca,n:d halcfa:; tfe
E fee century.” One could suppose that this signet ring w
prominent colonist who a i o
asignature.”® Its presence ix:}jlcil:;:vaeicl);udmenE!‘pm‘h&'] p‘) - a - o
o Peshans g udes to a more complicated cultural his-
e ghven o “} ei:;ji?s;t: leatl:l}fl:r toh seal a land transaction thought o
| : 54 'ty rather than certain use rights, the ring was
a symbol of misunderstandings. Recovered in the ; : g "’t al ot
o s . grave of the individual identi-
e Onoe Lg;c;r:\;;:t:;r:alliv ?nd so imperfectly as Burial 2, who wore the brass ring
e Ofé’ A 3, vx.a.s mulch mfare than simply a fashion statement. It was
e anzcrs?l]a.l cmc.l tribal history, of autonomy and submission, and of
R eq{}ﬂﬂl:{:;t{ﬁn, it was an artifact with complex and multiple mean-
The
- n:ai?:r ;lelforated males w§re all buried with spoons. Most of them were Na-
o e (:CO ralsi and were vither badly corroded or fragmentary. One was 2
e an); Othzfll\]:tisv[:-};n,dz 1§ch%s (5.3 centimeters) long, with a rolled handle
ingle b ade brass spoon found in the burial ground. In only a
o ance Buri th,ﬂwas a Eulropean.latten spoon buricd with one of the dece-
e ¢ sPoons 1.ad stains of red ochre and fine fur adhering o
l othe s were associated with fragments of European woolen textiles, per-
1.aps suggestmg that thesc brass spoons, like their Eurepean cc > p‘
ritual objects serving as special offerings for the deceasegaﬁ unterparts, were

ed with pipes; some had more than one.
pical of commen English pipes
eveniteenth century, but some
from the late seventeenth
rward flaring bowl, round

e majority of adult men werce buri
were found only with men. Most were ty
o New England in the second half of thes
to imported pipes that reached America

enturies. However, one with an ou
was presumably molded by a Native craftsman to re-
corative incisions on the bowl mimic the im-

ipped t
ngere similar
to the cightcenth ¢
jeel spur, and flattened stem
.emble a European-style pipe. The de
sed rouletting which often appears on imported pipes.
the pipes showed evidence of use. Their bowls were charred, and their
cisor marks. Some of the Buropean pipes even appear 10 have
‘ been cut down and smoothed after their howls and stems had been broken. The
teeth of two men (Burials 25 and 38) had wear facets on their lateral incisors and
canines, confivming what the pipes themselves implied about the association be-
adult men and tobacco. According to Roger Williams in 4 Key, they alonc
ating robacco.”” Smoking was a male activiry: it was
eat lodges,

jl:)g.‘es
All of
stems showed in

tween
~were responsible for cultiv
d when they gathered in formal councils, in sw

something that men di
" and in chance encounters in their travels.® It facilitated communication, allow-

een themn and to the spirit world. But other times
they smoked tobacco as a tonic for their bodies, rather than for their senses. For

they took tobacco to relieve the discomfort of toothaches, which
in pain.”® The condition of

ing words and ideas to flow betw

example,
Williams said caused even “their stout hearts to cry”
y this."” With a few rare exceptions, “men throughout
Tobacco-bag, with a pipe in it, hanging at their
ed by their pipes. [n death. how-

their teeth would not den
" the Countrey” were said to have "a
back.”1% Those buricd at Rl-1000 were accompani
ever, their pipcs were always placed near their heads, sometimes close to their
mouths, never at their backs.

With few exceptions, most of the other objects burie
s, and crafi-related tools that reflected their

s, and metalworkers. These objects rypi-
der men, whose graves

d with men were tools.

Among them were iron knives, adze
activities as wampum makers, leadcaster

© cally were buried with younger adult males, rather than ol

rarely contained any tools. The grave of an sdolescent male {Burial 33, for examl-

andled iron knives, a trade ax, a stone mold, and wampum
blanks that tell of his responsibilities and promise as a Narragansctt man. Thesc
tools relate to skills he would have been taught since childhood (e.g.. how to use
" 2 knife to skin a deer ot an ax to fell a tree), but also to those he would have ac-
It. The stone mold and wampum blanks comment

| universe, things he would have to dein this
n,in

ple, contained wooden-h

quired since becoming an adu

on survival skills in a complex cultura
Tife and in the next so that his community could continue. Another young ma

* his early twenties (Burial 16), might not have shown the same abilities as a hunter.
“Tall, yer with a gracile build, he was burjed with only an iron contamer.'*



The grave of an ad in hi

Sheathei o deca;;ail;l(:;n;l: in };15 late twenties (Burial 25) held ten iron aw)
e ascayed wo e.r ) ays disclosed two discrete clusters, each with lar, :
v e e % hm'zs -were 101?ger than the awls found in Wome ge
B o drﬂlsooi e mrte‘rpreta.tion that they may have had 4 di[fer: :
different-sized muxes were ciz;ja;liiji:tman; fac;‘m”g ey b httb:;

fere | : ained and s i
;ael;ec.h; i;e:;thmgs \;rere curated and cven treasured, rfl:l?;ilz,hl;i]i’:?uii\zr}zdm

: ngs used once or twice and simply discarded. They e i

penable th o - They were impopt.
o tge o :l:ftzj::r; Ii]]if: m' §he grave of this individual, who pl‘esumail; L}:l:;;
e much ‘ 'rg} in usmg.thcm during his lifetime. In another o
o e bi” ,Slt rfna; in his late twenties (Burial 15) were castlead ('x-'linde:-q> :Vfi
ek amm;;mi(;nt ;Cs;lmc dlame.ter. The lead castings, which coulid have hc:

| . we e made withour a ball mold, perhaps by a Native craf .
man (even the warrior himself). The other tools in his grave include ; s
grooved z.ibrader, and an iron hee with a broken edge. The adze d t*t i
any real signs of use damage, and the broken hoe does not - ' e N
worked, unlike so many others found in the Rl-1000 gr'ﬂ)’ejppedr e

an adze, a

1nre-

Bur?al 38 contained a remarkable asscmblage of tools used i : i
manufacture of iron implements and ; : in the repair and
of this twenty-eight-ve ; i;“iﬁtﬁ and fn other types of metalwork. ‘The tool kit
e -year-old Narragansett man included a claw ha )
shoe, a chisellike wedge, various reworked iron artif, claw hammer, a horse-
haps usable scrap iron), a stockpile of recyclabl rifacts. assorted hardware (per-
Fnt (or possi ‘ , 3 e picces ot sheet brass, knives, a
a kctilc.—rin llaliiz;jril:fii“ttit:;zhi; hztétone' hAmong the reworked objects was
a chisele . o ned into a heavy rod; an iron spike tapered to
handle, pi{):jti;li?ilz Sér;p Of‘wmught iron bent inio a shape that resembled a
large stock-tack. '™ An -e Or.mC ona heavy wooden object or & tumbler for a very
with a chiscﬂil@l engd v::sm “ngf . l'elcycled from a broken ax or adze. Anather
low-carbon steel or w n}qu -L mmA an iron bar that had been forged into a very
The sophisticat TO"R;; t l.r(m 5u1tab‘le for working wood.
this grave suggest )tlze:}\]l-en; lﬁ-reworkmg this object and some of the others in
smirhﬁ.flﬂ The ifli;iVidual I.CRBS -1HS not very different from those of Buropean
give evidence of “ n u-na] 38 Wés a skilled craftsman.'% His grave goods
Hence with imO frajltlonal knowledge in working native copper. practical expe-
ment and the zg:liiy ltjcl!a::’ al-ld a(:ptncss in forging iron. He had both the cquip-
firearms, and thereby Extengillf - Eld.ap tbrass and iron implements, including
those of other E ‘ ‘e1r use Hife. A clay pipestern (noticeably heavier than
cance—found ;P;Opeim pipes) and a latten spoon—both objects of ritual signifi-
blacksmithin, "? 1t l a Plle ‘Of tools containing many materials and implements for
g including a horseshoe, suggest that his powers of transformation
may not have been confined solely to metal. ' Instead of speaking tc‘) crade, ac-

or possibly a youthful apprenticeship among the English, the items in

tion,
elling story of Narragansett resourcefulness an

1:38 tell a comp
«-seventeenth-century New England.
e men had been prepared for burial with many of the things they had used

Kis life and presumably could also use in the next. The hunters and warriors
ipped with knives and musket balls they could use for fish and game (and
d axes and adzes for taking the forest and it
eir trades for fixing broken axes, patching kettles, repairing guns,
rriors as well as those past that stage in their lives had
fhetr pipes positioned close to them, as if readied to smoke. The old men were
d with neither tools nor pipes, however. instead of having thesc objects in
and memory of these things, and of course

e stories to d chronicle events, name the English they

had guided, speak aof long-running feuds. tell of exploits and deceptions, enu-
Lerate troubles, and catalog losses, These intangibles they took with them o their

avies and to the community of the ancestors.

They were perhaps ready to die. Their aged bodics
s and severe osteoporosis. In the end, onc elderly man may
‘.conqucr the chronic tuberculosis that had plagued him on and off for so long. In
. spite of their clders’ readiness to leave this world for the next, those who survived
hem still had many reasons to mourn. T he elders had contributed so much, and
-s0 much would be gone with their passing.

aps for other reasons. They had not racked up the years. To their
ere strong and

d resistance

ife equ
are), an
he tools of th
sdimaking shell beads. Wa

s many resources. They

bgiri
their graves, they had the knowledge
‘ go with them. They coul

had become frail with arthri-
have been unable to

Younger men also would have been

-missed, but perh

ay of thinking, they had not survived as many winters. Most w
Able. Hardly a trace of arthritis was to be scen among them, though morc than a
few had spondylolysis. a defect in their spines resuiting from strenuous activity
or even an inherited predisposition, which could have caused chronic back pain ot
given them considerable discomfort.'® Only two men seem to have died from

4 tuberculosis.

.- Why had these men died so young,
such as fractures, amputations, multiple lesions, cr mus-
cvidence of periostitis, however, in-

in the prime of their lives? They showed no

})latam signs of trauma,
et balls imbedded in their bones. Some had
infection. In two cases the perjostital infec-
but most often it had a nonspecific
ave been
the

dicating the bone tissue's response to
tl:dl_’l was associated with traumatized ribs,
rigin. The lesions on two men’s tibias resembled syphilis, or they could h
ut the diagnosis is ambiguous. o, in short,
old, hunger, the indignities of the “bloody
possibilities, but s0 too is vio-
annot always be as-

éﬁ-%?ﬁrt of the disease syndrome, b

i€auses of their deaths are a mystery. C
ux,” spoiled meat, and hunting accidents arc all
y Hence perpetrated by human agents. Such mortal wounds ¢

{certained in skeletal remains, let alone autopsies, but this does not eliminate them



as possible, and in some cases probable, causes of death. Circumstantial evidence
would suggest that such viotenice was as endemic in late-seventeenth-century New
England as tuberculosis, dysentery, and other chronic illnesses that plagued the re-
gion’s Native peoples long after the first waves of viral epidemics had subsided.
The lying-in-wait for ambushes and raids, the preparations for and tatk of war, and
indeed the bloody skirmishes, surprise attacks, and torture made them weary be-
fore their time and sometimes surely killed them.

Even before the fatal blows were struck, some might have begun to think of
themsclves, and perhaps even of the society, as tired, worn-out, and old. Maybe
some doubted the continuation of their way of life. Their sachems had wrestled
against incursions on their cultural, political, and cconomic antonomy; some had
entered ito treaties intended to gain protection for them from the colonists, in-
cluding arn act of voluntary submission to the king of England. This kind of fight-
ing had gone on for decades, even back to when Roger Williams was in Narra-
gansett country. At times, it must have seemed like a losmg battle. They still had
their land, at least some or most of it, depending on who was kecping track. They
could use it to negotiate with the English by giving use rights, maybe cven selling
some parcels, in order to gain promiscs. They knew the dangers of famine, but also
the threats posed by disorder and chaos. They had struggled against both in very
different ways and yet for the very same Teason: to preserve their “Indianness.” They
had taken jobs among the English; some had left their children in their care tempo-
rarily; but most, if notall, had clung tenaciously to their Native traditions. The sa-
cred rituals offered reassurances, the comfort of the familiar, the hope that the pat-
tern set in motion long ago would continue to repeat itself. But cven when the
vision of the horizon looming before them was clouded, the bonds of kinship and
the sense of community were still strong enough to overcome the dissension that
might have occasionally surfaced among different factions and individuals.

In summary, the evidence in the Ri-1000 graves reveals stories about Narra-
gansetts in the late seventcenth century that have not been told in historical nar-
ratives. ‘These are stories about their struggles to survive, make sense of the trans-
formations taking place around them, and maintain kinship connections and
community. They bring to light the lives of women, children, young men and
women, and elders who were at the margins of Roger Williams’s field of visionin
the 1630 and 1640s and would barely be noticed by most later scholars. They also
reveal people in different dimensions than simply those of politics and entrepre-
neurship. They tell as much about historical consciousness, and a continuing sernse
of identity as a people, as they do about material acquisitions and new techno-
logical skills. The RJ-1000 graves do not confirm predictions about the disappear-
ance of the Narraganseus’ “Indianness” which come from A Key. instead, they do
much to challenge these notions.
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